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Regissor LINE HALVORSEN har laget
dokumentarer for norske tv-kana-
ler siden 1996. Hun har blant

annet jobbet i to ar som frilansjo-
urnalist pa Vestbredden sammen
med fotograf Tone Andersen. For
filmen Et steinkast unna (2003),
om tre palestinske gutters hver-
dag pa Vestbredden, vant hun
i 2003 pris for beste doku-
mentar pa Kortfilmfestivalen og
Amandaprisen i Haugesund.

Director LINE HALVORSEN has made
documentaries for Norwegian
television since 1996. She has
worked as a freelance journalist
on the West Bank for two years,
with photographer Tone Andersen.
In 2003 her film A Stone’s Throw
Away (2003), about the every-
day life of three Palestinian boys
on the West Bank, won the
award for best documentary in
Grimstad and the Amanda Award
in Haugesund.

Line Halvorsen, som for tre ar siden vant
dokumentarprisen her i Grimstad og
Amanda for Et steinkast unna (2003), er
na i ferd med a lage en dokumentar om
den terrortiltalte universitetsprofessoren
Sami Al-Arian. Hun kommer til Grimstad
for a fortelle om arbeidet med filmen.

Etter 11. september har USA brukt enor-
me ressurser i kampen mot terrorisme. USA
Patriot Act, en kontroversiell lov vedtatt rett
etter terrorhandlingene i New York, har gjort
det lettere for amerikanske myndigheter &
arrestere og fengsle mistenkte personer uten
verken bevisforsel eller rettergang. Tusener er
arrestert og forhert, og grupper som jobber
for menneskerettigheter og sivile rettigheter
er bekymret over enkeltpersoners rettssik-
kerhet. N& har det begynt & komme en rekke
fiksjonsfilmer og dokumentarer som forteller
historien til folk som er blitt offer for USAs
krig mot terror. Dokumentaren Gitmo - The
New Rules of War (Sverige, 2005) var forst
ut, tett fulgt av Michael Winterbottoms The
Road to Guantanamo (UK, 2006), bare for &
nevne noen.

Snart kommer ogsd en norsklaget film om
samme tema. Regisser Line Halvorsen har
fulgt terrormistenkte Sami Al-Arian og hans
familie p& neert hold gjennom ett &r. Saken mot
Al-Arian er omtalt som en av de mest profilerte
test-sakene pa USA Patriot Act. Sami Al-Arian
ble arrestert i 2003, anklaget av amerikanske
myndigheter for & ha gitt skonomisk stette
til en palestinsk terrorgruppe. Selv hevder
han at han er forsekt kneblet pa grunn av sin
kritikk mot Israels okkupasjon og sin kamp for
palestinernes sak. Til tross for mange éars etter-
forskning og avlytting, og en seks maneders

Three years ago, Line Halvorsen won the
documentary award here in Grimstad and later
an Amanda Award for A Stone’s Throw Away
(2003). She is now in the process of making a
documentary about Sami Al-Arian, a university
professor who has been indicted as a terrorist.
She will come to Grimstad to talk about her
work on the film.

Since 9/11 the US has spent enormous
amounts of money on their war on terrorism.
The USA Patriot Act, a controversial law that
was passed just after the terrorist attacks
in New York, has made it easier for US aut-
horities to arrest and jail suspects without
presentation of evidence or court procee-
dings. Thousands have been arrested and
questioned, and human and civil rights groups
are worried about an erosion of the rule of law
for individuals. Now several fiction films and
documentaries appear telling stories of people
who have fallen victim to the US war on terror.
The documentary Gitmo — The New Rules of
War (Sweden, 2005) was the first, closely fol-
lowed by Michael Winterbottom’s The Road to
Guantanamo (UK, 2006), to name a few.

Soon a Norwegian film on this subject will
be released. Director Line Halvorsen has fol-
lowed Sami Al-Arian, a suspected terrorist,
and his family for a year. The case against
Al-Arian is considered one of the most high-
profile test cases concerning the USA Patriot
Act. Sami Al-Arian was arrested in 2003,
accused by US authorities of having given
economic support to a Palestinian terrorist
group. He himself maintains that this is merely
an attempt to silence him because of his criti-
cism of the Israeli occupation and his fight for



SEMINAR

PAN LORDAG KL. 12.30

| 163

Familien Al-Arian er en av mange muslimske familier i USA som fikk livet sitt snudd
opp ned etter 11. september. De har de tre siste arene kjempet for frifinnelse av
familiefaren Sami Al-Arian, som ble arrestert og terrortiltalt.

rettssak med over 80 vitner, klarte ikke amerikanske myndigheter
& overbevise juryen i Tampa, Florida om at Al-Arian var skyldig.
Men selv om han ikke er funnet skyldig, er kampen slett ikke over
for Al-Arian, tre medtiltalte og deres familier.

Line Halvorsen og produsent Jan Dalchow vil vise klipp fra filmen
om familien som lever i et samfunn hvor frykten for terror har
resultert i en skende stigmatisering og diskriminering av muslimer,
og om deres kamp for & bevise Sami Al-Arians uskyld. Det blir
anledning for publikum & stille spersméal og delta i dette work-
in-progress-seminaret, der vi vil f& mer kjennskap til saken om
Al-Arian, det politiske klima i USA og om hvordan det er & lage
dokumentar i USA.

The family_alarian: The Al-Arian family is one of many US Moslem families whose
lives were turned upside-down after 9/11. For the last three years, they have
fought for the acquittal of the family's father, who was arrested and indicted as a
terrorist.

the Palestinian cause. Despite many years of investigation and
wire-tapping, and a six-month court case with more than eighty
witnesses, US authorities failed to convince the jury in Tampa,
Florida that Al-Arian was guilty. But even though he was found not
guilty, the case is not over for Al-Arian, his three fellow suspects
and their families.

Line Halvorsen and producer Jan Dalchow will show clips from
this film about a family that lives in a society where the fear of ter-
rorism has resulted in an increasing stigmatisation of and discri-
mination against Moslems, and about their struggle to prove Sami
Al-Arian’s innocence. Members of the audience will be allowed
to ask questions and participate in this work-in-progress seminar,
where we will get to know more about the case of Al-Arian, the
US political climate and what it is like to make a documentary in
the US.

Line Halvorsen har fulgt saken mot den terrortiltalte universi-
tetsprofessoren Sami Al-Arian, som har veert fengslet siden
2003, uten at han er blitt funnet skyldig.

Line Halvorsen has followed the case against university pro-
fessor Sami Al-Arian, who as a suspected terrorist has been
Jailed since 2003 without being found guilty.





